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Introduced

The Montgomery County Planning Board is considering basic
changes to the Annual Growth Policy. Over the last year the
Board and its staff have solicited input on potential changes
in the approach. The City has been involved in meetings and
discussions with the County and other jurisdictions.
Following a July 10, 2003 public hearing and AGP work
sessions, the Planning Board intends to vote on July 31,
2003, after which the Planning Board will send its
recommendation to the Montgomery County Council. The
County Council will then hold its own public hearing on the
AGP, with adoption of a revised version expected by October
31, 2003.

The City’'s primary interest in the AGP update has been
associated with the school capacity test which is now set at
100% of capacity. Many schools in the Gaithersburg area
are over capacity and the City’s residential deferment last
year sought to address this issue. As you know the County’s
AGP does not apply in the City, but we have always honored
the schools test. The City has consistently voiced concern
about the borrow capacity between clusters.

Mr. Karl Moritz, Research Manager, Research and
Technology Center at Park and Planning will be making a
presentation on the AGP for the Mayor and Council this
evening. Following his presentation, he will be available for
questions. The public hearing draft document is attached for
your use.
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